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ON THE 65TH BIRTH A N N I V E R S A R Y OF RNDr. OTO F U S A N , D r S c , 
MEMBER-CORRESPONDENT OF SLOVAK ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

In March of this year the outstan­
ding Czechoslovak geologist Oto F u-
s á n celebrated his 65th birth anni­
versary. 

Dr. F u s á n was born on March 30, 
1922 in a miner's family in a small 
vilage Dolná Turecká near Staré Hory. 
He visited elementary school in his na­
tive place and in 1941 graduated at the 
high school in Banská Bystrica. In the 
same year Dr. F u s á n entered the 
Comenius University in Bratislava to 
study at the Faculty of Natural Scien­
ces. Perhaps being affected by natural 
beauty of his native district and by the 
family environment he decided to stu­
dy natural science and geography, la­
ter on geology. In 1947 Dr. F usán 
accomplished his university studies. 
The world-known scientist and spe­
cialist on the West-Carpathians, Aca­
demician Dimitrij Andrusov noti­
ced Dr. F us án' s interest, talents and industry, and selected him as his 
assistant as early as 1945—2947 and superoised him tohen he lurote his doctor's 
(RNDr) thesis in 1948. In the same year Dr. F u s án started working in Štátny 
geologickú ústav (National Institute of Geology) where he is still working. 

Dr. F usán's initial work concerned the research of the most intricate 
tectonic unit of the West Carpathians — the Klippen Belt and adjacent units. 
The post-war construction boom of our country demanded the solution of di­
versified theoretical and practical problems, so Dr. F usán immediately after 
his start in the institution was apopinted responsible for engineering-geolo­
gical tasks concerning hydroelectric power-stations construction on the Orava, 
Váh and Hornád rivers, as well as rail-way constructions and economic geo­
logy. Since 1951 to 1959 his scientific work was mostly connected with the 
research of the most significant metallogenic area — the Spišsko-gemerské 
rudohorie (ore mountains) and the adjacent part of the Čierna Hora Mts. His 
endeavour, aimful and systematic work associated with his admirable, cha­
racteristic optimism enabled him to overcome many troubles of those times 
and he always participated in every constructive idea concerning the new-
-forming Slovak geology. His initiating work on the Paleozoic and Mesozoic 
lithostratigraphy, tectogenesis, associated with geological mapping is still 
highly valuated. His researches resulted in the first at all published geological 
map 1 : 100 000 of the Spišsko-gemerské rudohorie (ore mountains) represen­
ting the basis for further researches. In 1962 Dr. F usán presented his thesis 
for the CSc. degree. The thesis dealt with the problems of the Spišsko-gemer-
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ské rudohorie Mís. Because of his extensive experience on applied and re­
gional geology, exactness of his geological mapping. Dr. F usán was appoin­
ted editor-in-chief of general geological maps 1 ' 200 000 of Czechoslovakia for 
the Slovak territory, and editor of the Vysoké Tarty Mís., Rimavská Sobota 
map sheets and co-editor of map sheets Zvolen and Trebišov. For that purpose 
Dr. F usán mapped the area of the Čierna Hora Mts. and partly the Branisko 
Mís. This collective -work of Czechoslovak geologists was honoured by the Order 
of Republic and by the Plaquette issued on the occasion of the 20th Liberation 
Anniversary. This ruas a significant turnover in the development of geological 
sciences in our country, owing to Dr. F u s á n' s and others' meticulous work 
and brain which must still be particularly valuated. In the time after the 
accomplishment of the general maps Dr. F usán ivas editor-in-chief of the 
Slovak part of the geological map 1 : 500 000 of Czechoslovakia and of the 
Tectonic map 1 : 1 000 000 of Czechoslovakia. 

The Member-correspondent of Slovak Academy of Sci. Dr. F u sán highly 
contributed to Slovak geology by his researches of the Tertiary sediments 
substrate and deeper parts of the Earth's crust. Owing to his sense for team 
work he has become an outstanding Czechoslovak specialist on interpretation 
of not only regional-geological data but also on geophysical methods. Close 
cooperation between geologists and geophysicists resulted in a work presenting 
the picture of morphostructures and geologic structure of the substrate of the 
Central-Slovak neovolcanics which in the past decade were and still are paid 
particular attention in respect of mineral resources prognoses. Dr. F u s á n 
dealt with the theme in detail in his Doctor's dissertation in 1970. Then he was 
awarded the degree of Doctor of Sciences (DrSc). Recently Dr. F u sán has 
been treating the deep and block structure of the West Carpathians. The re­
sults of researches (associated with the map of substrate and relief) are pre­
sented in collective synthetizing monograph called "Pre-Tertiary Substrate of 
West Carpathians", published in 1987 by D. Štúr Institute of Geology. Dr. F u-
s á n' s contribution to the Carpathian geology is well knoiun at home and 
abroad from almost hundred publications, frequently surpassing the regional 
meaning. His popularization- and social work is equally meritorius. In his 
"Geology of Slovakia" Dr. F u s á n acquainted a broad, public with the geo­
logic structure of the West Carpathians in "Slovakia II — Nature". He also 
participated in the compilation of the "Encyclopedia of Slovakia", issued by 
the Slovak Academy of Sciences, and in the compilation of the Encyclopedical 
Dictionary of Geological Sciences (Vol. 1 and 2). At present Dr. F us á n works 
on the book "Malá vlastiveda" as co-author. 

Dr. F u s á n' s scientific-organizing activities: immediately after the Libe­
ration when large-scale geological survey of Slovakia started its development, 
Dr. F u s á n actively participated in all organizing works. In the Dionýz Štúr 
Institute of Geology he passed through all levels, from the ordinary employee 
through head of department, head of the regional research department (1964— 
1968), deputy director (1968—1969) to director (1969—1976). Fie is member of 
many special and scientific commissions and institutions, of national and state 
authorities. 

In 1964—1966 Dr. F usán was Secretary of the Carpathian-Balkan Geolo­
gical Association for Czechoslovakia. After a short break he took the post 
again and kept it up to 1986. In 1973—1977 he was President of CBGA. In 



757 

1980—1985 he ivas Chairman of the Czechoslovak National Geological Commit­
tee, and 1981—1986 Chairman of Problem Commission IX of the multilateral 
cooperation of Socialist academies of sciences. He had for long been member 
of the College of sciences on Earth and Universe at the Slovak Academy of 
Sciences. In 1983 he was appointed its chairman. He also is member of the 
College on geology and geography of the Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences and 
member of many scientific and editorial boards. For long. Dr. F u s á n has 
been active member o) the Slovak geological Society. In 1978—1981 he ioas its 
president. 

Besides his research and organizing-scientific activities. Dr. F u sán also 
participated in education of specialists. In 1958—1961 he read lectures at the 
Faculty of Natural Sciences of the Comenius University on historic geology, 
supervised students working on their dissertations. He still educates aspirants 
for higher academical degrees in geology and until 1985 he also presided the 
Commission for defence of candidate dissertations. At present he is member 
of the same Commission and of the Commission for defence of doctor theses. 

For his merits Dr. F usán was honoured with several stale distinctions. 
In 1978 he was elected member-correspondent of the Slovak Academy of 

Sciences. 
Modesty and optimism, associated with his characteristic smile, his sense 

for honour and collective work are prominent and exemplary features of 
Dr. F usán's personality. He generously offers his rich special experience 
and knowledge to his colleagues and welcomes every rational idea. By the re­
sults of his work he is ranged among significant specialists on the West Car­
pathians, and recognized to be an outstanding specialist on geophysical in­
terpretation. His personal characters mentioned make of him a paragon of 
scientist and as man with particular sense for justice and humanity. 

Friends, colleagues and all the geological public wish Dr. F usán the best 
health, — personal happiness and many further successes in his creative work. 

O. Samuel 
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